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While Bulgaria had thus been menaced by Greeks
and Russians, Servia, enslaved by Simeon, had re-
gained her independence. Under the leadership of
Ceslav she severed herself from Bulgarian domination
and owned no superior save the Emperor at Constanti-
nople. The Patzinakitai, a savage tribe occupying
the southern part of Roumania, crossed the Danube
and made repeated incursions into Bulgaria on the
north, and to add to these external troubles, a schism
arose at home which rent the Empire of Simeon in
twain. Disgusted at the weakness of Peter, a Bul-
garian noble, named Sisman, a native of Trnovo
resolved to found a dynasty of his own. Unable to
subject the whole country to his sway, he contented
himself with the western half. He soon extended
his influence in Macedonia and Albania, and from
963 there were thus two separate Bulgarian Empires,
one in the west, the other in the east. Sisman had
himself proclaimed Czar, and his descendants held
their own for half a century after the other half
of the Empire had fallen beneath the Byzantine
yoke.

The decadence of Bulgaria was as marked in the
domain of literature and theology as in the arts of
war. To the zealous preachers and teachers, whose
lives and writings had illuminated the reigns of Boris
I. and his still greater son, there succeeded a race of
gloomy hermits, who preferred the seclusion of the
forests to the task of instructing the people. We
find in the fiery speeches of Kosmas, who lived a
little later, vigorous denunciations of these monkish
ascetics, who sacrificed useful studies to the mortifica-
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